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SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 
Che Cloud. 
Continued from page 151. 

The coming of our Lord Jesus from heaven is an idea of mighty conception, 
and pregnant of events and occurrences the most splendid and terrible of all 
that shall ever mark the history of our Globe. His very appearance, after two 
thousand years’ absence, would of itself be deemed by all flesh, a more singular 

matter than any Other that has tratispired since the world began; but when it is 
considered that that appearance is to be crowded and crowned with glory and 
deeds of eternal renown, our hearts are burdened and overwhelmed, and slain 
a@*. within us “for fear of those things which are coming upon the earth.” His own 
glory, the glory of the holy angels, the glory of his Father, the unexpectedness’ 
of his appearance, its suddenness and universal visibility, for “every eye shall 
see him,” the breaking-up;-of the sepulchres, the resurrection of the ancient 
dead, the downfall of the nations, their cities, palaces, towns and works of 
art, and the everlasting wreck of the whole civil, political, and religious polity of 
the world, the refashioning of the earth, the reimodelling of the ancient hills and 
vallies, and capacious basins for new rivers, and lakes, and seas, and oceans, — 
with the conflagration of the atmosphere, and the setting up of a new order of 
all, all conspire to clothe the event of the 
most impressive, | 
_ We have seen that our Lord Jesus isto appear first in the clouds; and hav- 


ing spaken of the suddenness of his Farr om unexpectedness by the ss 
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nations, we shall now submit another Proposition, namely, Proposition 

The our Lord Jesus will be visible to the in- 
habitants of this earth universally. | 

Proof. “Behold! He cometh with clouds and every eye shall see him, and | 
they also who pierced him, and all kindredsof the earth shall wail because of 

On this proposition we are happy to have it in our power to introduce the 
views of a distinguished writer on the second coming of Christ. His words are 
as follows: 


It is declared, that when Christ shall come in the clouds, every 
-eyeshall see him.—But'to mfike this possible, without multiplying 
miracles, the following things must be supposed: 

1, That he will appear in great glory, shining like the sun in 
the firmament; and we are expressly told, that he will come with 
power and great glory, in his own glory, and the glory of the 
Father, and of the holy angels—The declarations of the bright- 
ness of his coming, strengthen our faith, and assist us to compre- 
hend the possibility of every eye’s being able to see him, even at 
the greatest distance. 

2. He must descend in such a manner as to be within 90 de- 
grees of all the habitable parts of the globe in his descent, or else 
sume of the inhabitants will be below the horizon, and thereby 
will be rendered incapable of seeing him. It is very remarkable 
that the city of Jerusalem, to which the Saviour shal! descend, _ 
and which lies in Jat. 32 degrees north, is within 90 degrees of the 
latitude of every inhabited place upon earth; fortthere have been 
no inhabitants discovered farther south than Cape Horn, which 

is about 58 degrees south; and 1 question whether there is any 
land farther south capable of being inhabited; and if Christ 
* comes at the autumnal equinox, it is probable that no ships will 
be sailing at the time in any of those high south latitudes, (as it 
will be just ai the close of winter) which have indeed rarely been 
traversed, except for the purpose of making discoveries. It may 
therefore be concluded, that not a single person will be found, | 
either at sea or land, more than 90 degrees south of Jerusalem, 
when Christ shall come. 

God did not choose the land of Canaan, and the city of Jeru- 
salem, for his peculiar dweling, without reason; for perhaps 
no country, or place is situated so near the centre of Europe, 
Asia, and Africa, as that is, and none seems to lie so convenient 

- for a communication with all parts of the world. And it isa 
question with me, whether, if the sun was placed directly verti-— 


it 
4 
Bs 
i 
4 
iat 
Re: 
‘ 
» 
* 
=! 
if 


“4 
4 


] 
| 
3 
aS 
| 
é 
i 4 
| 
: 
; 
, 


The Evangelist. 171 


cal over J erusalem, it would not be above the horizon to nearly 
all the inhabitants of these three quarters of the globe; and if so, 
Christ may appear at once to most of the nations of the earth.— 
Nevertheless, 

3. It seems necessary that he should remain in one position in 


the air, during one revolution of the earth on its axis; that he — 
may be seen by every eye—and that all the saints that shall be 


raised, or changed, may rise at the sight of their Lord, to meet 
him in the air—which could not be done with that beautiful or- 
der which characterizes all the works of God, unless one day 
should be thus wholly employed, in manifesting Christ to all 
people—raising the dead saints, changing the living saints, and 
causing them to mount up as their Lord appears, until they are 


colteoted from every partof the earth and sea—But I only men- 


tion it here, purposing to treat of it more largely in order. 

Asevery day in the original week was distinguished by some 
wonderful work; so that remarkable day in which these wonders 
shall be wrought at the appearing of our Lord, shall be different 
from all other “day s, as was the day when the sun and moon stood 
still at the command of Joshua, and also when it returned ten de- 
grees backward in the days of Hezekiah, and more especially the 
day on which our Lord was crucified, when a total eclipse of the 
sun happened at the full moon. 

‘Zechariah, speaking of the identical natural day when Christ 
shall come, says—“‘And it shall come to pass tn that day, that 
the light shall not be clear nor dark.” It shall be coagulated, or 
curdled—the glories in which Christ shall appear, shall cause the 
light to look different from that of other days—and therefore it 
shall be mixed, or coagulated —“But it shall be one day, which 
shall be known to Jetov An; not day nor night; but it shall 
come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light.” Zech. xiv. 
G, 7. 


one day, known to the Loxd, distinguished from all other days, 
as well by the different appearance of its light, as by many other 
infallible signs and especially that when evening comes it shall 
be light, in the absence of the sun; which wonderful phenome- 


non shall be caused by the glory of the Lord, which shall be visi- 


ble. 

What hour of the day Christ will appear first, we cannot tell, 
at even, or at midnight, or at the cock crowing, or in the morn- 
ing; (St. Mark, xiii, 35.)—all these four watches are night watch- 
es; and the mention of them seems to imply that Christ will make 
his apparance. to all in the absence of the sun, that his coming 


That great day o on which these wonders shall be done, shall be 
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| be more noticed: but at which of the four watches, he hatlr 
told us that we know not; and as he hath concealed it, we are 
sure it 1s not material for us to know; and therefore respecting the | 
circumstance, I shall form no conjectures. 

I have in this Lecture endeavored to to prove the certainty of 
the personal, visible coming of Christ; which I think mist be 
evident, if there is any meaning in all the prophecies. I have 
also mentioned several probable circumstances attending his 
coming; as, the time which he shall continue in the air, one 
natural day—the season of the year in which he shall come, 
the autumnal equinox—that he shall appear in the absence of the 
sun; this last seems rather a revealed circumstance, though the 
exact hour is concealed. We may speak with confidence, that he 
will appear in glory—will shine with heavenly light, his very 
body will appear luminous, and he will be surrounded with bright- 
ness, so as to appear visible to every eye—that he will come sud- 
denly—will descend to the Mount of Olives, from which he 
ascended ; for all these are circumstances not only prong, but 
certain ; ; being expressly foretold. 

I have now before me an open sea where I may sail without 
interruption, for a loug time: the necessity of vur Saviour’s 


coming, and the important purposes for which he will appear 


and descend to the earth, are more than I can fully discuss in this 
Lecture, I will, however, just hintat a few things, which prove the 
necessity of his thus appeari 


1,-That the Scriptures may be fulfilled; for the Scripture can- 


~ not be broken, thus it is written, and thus it must be accomplished. 


If Christ doth not thus come, and appear visible to the eyes of 


_ men,a great number of prophecies will never be accomplished, ac- 


cording to the plain evident. meaning of them: but they cannot 
_ fail, therefore, he must come. 


The prophecies that speak of his sufferings a are few, compared 


_ with those that speak of his glory; and were therefore overlooked 


bv the Jews, who expected a triumphant Messiah: but rather 
than one propehcy should fall to the gronnd, Jesus chose to suffer 
the death of the cross, and proved from the Scriptures the absolute 
necessity of the same; that all the works of the prophets respect- 
ing that event might be fulfilled. And are not those christians 

who deny the personal appearance and glorious kingdom of. Christ 
on the earth, much more to blame than the Jews; since they 
are obliged to deny, evade, or (which amounts to the same) 


explain away many more prophecies of the Old Testament, to 
avoid believing these 


lieving in the state of the 


great truths, than the Jews are toavoid be- 
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christians are obliged to deny the plain literal import of many 
express prophecies, delivered by our Saviour and his apostles, 
respecting his coming and kingdom; in which they are far more 
blame-worthy than the Jews, who doubtless, if they believed 
in the Messiah, would acknowledge his prophecies to be literally 
| 2. Christ has been publicly reproached and disgraced on earth— 
_he publicly suffered the most bitter and ignominious death; and 
therefore it is highly reasonable, and indeed absolutely necessa- 
ry, that where he endured shame and contempt, he should 
be proportionably honored and glorified. And how can this be 
cone, unless he comes personally, and reigns publicly, where he 
was crucified? 

If any man had been publicly disgraced, belied, slandered, and 
had suffered public punishment unjustly, and was afterwards to go 
into a far country, and be there highly advanced; he would never 
consider his triumph as absolutely complete, until he had returned 
with all his ensigns of glory and dignity, and entered in splen- 
dor into the place where he had been thus dishonored and 
shamefully treated; and he would consider one day’s triumph — 
there, as wiping away his reproach more effectually, than all 
the possible honors that he could receive in a far distant place: 
where ‘he could not be known and seen by those who had abused 
him. 

And shall not the glorious Redeemer, who was once despised 
and rejected of men—who was a man of sorrow, and acquainted 
with grief—who appeared without form or comeliness, in the eyes 
of sinful mortals—who gave his back to the smiters, and his 
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair—who hid not his face 
from shame and spitting—who was scourged, crowned with thorns, 
mocked, derided, ridiculed, and finally crucified between two 
thieves:—lI say, shall he not come in glory, and rule with power 
and majesty, in the very place where he suffered?—Surely, 
it is reasonable to suppose that he will; and the Scriptures have 
declared that he shall, and that his enemies shall be clothed with 
shame, while upon himself shall his crown flourish. 

3. The saints and faithful followers of the Lamb, have suf- 
fered reproach in all ages, and have been disgraced on earth— 
and it seems reasonable that they who have suffered with and for 
Christ, should be glorified with him; as says St. Paul—*And if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if 
so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 

together. For I reckon, that the sufferings of this present time 
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are not to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us;” Romans viii.17, 18. And how vast must that glory be 
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that shall so swallow up the amazing sufferings of the present 
time, as to make them not worthy to be named or thought of! to 
make them seem light and momentar ry» when at present, to some, 
they seem so long. heavy, and severe! 

4. Christ has much work to do, which seems to require his im- 
mediate presence and direction; and many purposes to perform 
and designs to fulfil, which make his coming to earth, and — 
here for a time, highly necessary.—What these designs are, and 
_ the manner in which they shall be executed, will, by the leave of 

God, be further considered in the following lecture. 


JUSTICE, CHAP. 2p. 


Broruer Scort, 

This is a curious world of ours. I did notexpect to trouble 
you with another communication similar to my last, called forth by the illiber_ 
ality of the Baptist Journal of this city; but now the Methodist “Advocate” 


has made it necessary, that, with }our consent, I appear again in your pages | in 
defence of the truth. 


A friend havingshown me “Ds. Sth essay on the Holy Spirit,” I wrote a re- 
spectful note tothe editor of the “Advocate,” to ascertain whether he would 
publish an answer. I also requested the name ofthe author. He sent me the 
name, but said he must see the piece and judge its spirit, before he could deter- 
mine as to the publication of it, As my hearing depended upon my courtesy, 
I sat down and penned the following dispassionate review, in great haste, and 
sent it by a respectable citizen. Mr. Morris could not give an immediate, an- 
swer—and after consulting the fraternity he communicated his subjoined letter, 
in which, in contradiction of his previous promise, he informs us, that neither 
‘courtesy, brevity,’? nor any other such accident, would open his columns to 
replications. Why not think of this on Saturday, Mr. Morris? Did you think 
my answer would not expose the misrepresentations of “*D?’ or were you more 
courageous when the replication was in the distance ? 

If you please, Bro. Scott, you may present these documents to - the public. 


Yours as ever, D. 8. BURNET. 
Cincinnati, July, 14. 


Cincinnati, July 14, 1834. 
Mr. D. 8. Burner,. 


Dear Sir:—We think it inexpedient to publish your “re- 
view”? of 5th Essay on the Holy Spirit, by “D.”” Not because it contains any 
thing highly inflammatory, but because itis excluded by the general rules that 
govern this paper in such cases. When any thing is communicated by our cor- 
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respondents implicating personal character, we either reject it, or publish it over 
the proper signature of the writer, allowing the individual implicated the liberty 
of defending himself. This is a different case. It is a doctrinal discussion, 
in which no individual is named; each reader is left to make his own applica- 
tion. If any classof individals wish to conduct a doctrinal discussion in oppo- 
sition to our paper, they must furnish their own medium of publication as we 
do. Itcannotbe reasonably expected, that we can afford ta keep up a paper at 
the expense of much time, labor, and several thousand dollars per year, to dis- 
seminate the doctrines.of other sects. Besides we cannot spare the room; for 
though your first *treview”’ is morderately short, it is not to be expected the con- 
troversy would end with its appearance, for you only take leave “for the 
present.”’ 
In haste, Yours respectfully, 
THO. A. MORRIS, 


Ed. of W.C. Ady. 


From the Western Christian Advocate. 
ESSAYS ON THE SPIRIT.—NO. V. 

Mr. Eprror :—Having, in my former numbers, sustained, Scripturally and 
logically, the truth of my propositions, I shall now purposely advert toa modern 
system, the leading principles of which recognize “immersion and regeneration 
as synonomous terms”—a system, the necessary and logical consequences of 
which are absurd, and not only absurd, but absolutely deleterious to vital 
christianity. If preposterous and dangerous consequences unavoidably flow 
from premises founded in error, is the man who exposes and logically refutes 
them, blameable? J think not. Now, sir, according to the system here recog- 
nized, water is said to effect that which we say can only be effected by the Al 
mighty agency of the Holy Ghost. Now sir, in order to expose the absurd and 
dangerous consequences of this “creed,” I will cite some passages of Scripture 
and substitute water forthe Holy Spirit. ‘*He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and fire’? that is with wafer and fire. ‘The Spirititself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of God,” that is water beareth witness, 
&c, “Praying ir. the Holy Ghost,” that is, praying in the water. “As many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God,” that is, as many as 
are led by walter. Let noone sey thisis disingenuous, or it is misrepresentation. 
If immersion: and regeveration be synonomous terms. I most strenuously con- 
tend that those consequences legitimately follow. Are immersion and regen 
eration synonymous terms? If so, I can prove, according to this creed, that 
Jesus Christ was regenerated. [ Here let me observe, that the word baptize in our 
Bibles, is by this modern “sect” called tmmerse.| “Then cometh Jesus from 


Gallilee to be baptized ofhim. But John forbade him, saying, I have need te 


to be so now: So he suffered him,’ Thus, according to the new creed: Then. 
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cometh Jesus:to be of John. But John forbade saying, I 
have need to be regenerated of thee, and comest thou tome? And Jesus said 
unto him, suffer it to be so now.”? Then he suffered him, that is, regenerated 


him!!! 


It must be admitted, that St. Paul knew the utmost extent of the Gospe) 
mission. He says to the Gallatians, “] certify you, brethren, that the gospel 
preached of me isnot after man. For I neither received of man, neither was I 
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ” His preaching was “repent- 
ance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” In the first chapter 
of his first epistle to the Corinthians, he says, referring to the divisions in that 
church, “Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were you baptized 
in the name of Paul? I thank God (and would he have thanked God for hav- 
ing neglected the highest obligation of his mission?) I baptized none but Gaius 
and Crispus, and the household of Stephanas.”” And then adds with emphasis, 
‘Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel.” But a modern in- 


~ novater, should in accordance wirh his creed and moral honesty, apologize to his 


hearers for departing from apostolic preaching, in language not unlike the follow- 
jng: “*My beloved hearers, you know that St. Paul lived in a dark age; but 
this is an era of much light, of new light. Excuse me my hearers, for not 
preaching asdid the Apostle Paul; for Christ sent me not to preach but to im- 
mersé, that is to regenerate! Immersion is the alpha and omega of the christian 
religion. He that is immersed, shall not come into condemnation, but is passed 
from death unto life. I must admit that this is a nigh way to heaven, but the | 
nearer the beéler - I was going to say more but it is unnecessary— 
Amen.” 

~The following are some of the most prominent absurdities or this “new 
creed.’ 1. It ascribes to water what the Scriptures ascribe to the blood of 
Christ. Seripture.—* The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin.’ New creed, 
**Water cleanseth from all sin. 2. It ascribes to water what the Scriptures 
ascribe to the Holy Ghost. Scripture.—“Ye are justified—ye are sanctified 
by the Spirit of our God.” New erced.—“Ye are justified ye are sanctified 
by waler.”’ 3. This “new creed” astonishingly lowers the glorious gospe! of 
the ever blessed God, and makes it result wtth reference to this life, in a few ex- 
ternal ordinances, wuicH, when performed, cannot pardon sinand purify the 
conscience! I mean that neither immersion, nor the sacrament of the Lords 
supper,can “create us anew in Christ Jesus.» Thus have I followed this 
new gospel to some of its inevitable results, and find it to be, in fact, no gospel. 
It leaves us still in the “‘gall of bitternes and bonds of iniquity, without hope — 


and without God in the world!’ Jt is enough to disgust any man of common 


reflection, tosee the advocates of this “creed” “dealing damnation round the 
land,” on all who do not think as they think, and doasthey do, Thank Heay 
en! we are in a land where the rightsof conscience are inalienably secured ; and 
I cannot help smiling at those zealots who deal largely in “mint and cummin,” 


regardless of the weighter matters of the law.”’ 
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I have now Gechntged a duty which I believe was due to God, to my con- 
science, and to my fellow beings. Mr. Editor, wishing you and your patrons, 


and all mankind well, I take my leave, at present, of this subject. D. 
June 17, 1834. 7 


Mr. Eprror: 
: For the benefit of Mr. circuit rider Jacob Dixon, and for the in- 


correspondent “D)’s.”’ last piece. Ihave but a few moments to devote to this 
subject. 


REVIEW 
OF 
ESSAY ON THE HOLY SPIRIT,” 
OR, 
BAPTISM AND REGENERATION, 
It is thought an incredible thing by **D.”’ that baptism should make a part 
or be the consumation of regeneration. It shocks the delicacy of his nerves» 


that “a modern innovater’’ should in any way connect them. Perhaps the gentle- 
man never know that uit chap, Jonn—d chap. 20 v. Eph. and Titus 3. 5, 


were understood to contain the objectionable sentiment, by Justin Martyr, 
Irenius, Clemens Alexandrinus, Basil, and many others of the ancient fathers, 
and by Luther, Bishop, Burnet, William Tyndale, Benson, McK night, ‘Timothy 
Dwight, cum mullis aliis among whom he may reckon Adam Clark, among the 
moderns. I rely not upon uninspired authority, but the above named were bibli- 
cal critics of a reputation to which “D.”? makes no pretensions. 1 could multi- 
ply authorities of the same high character, upon a question purely literary, if it 
were necessary ; but these are sufficient, and they have said that “born of water,” 
“washing of water,” and “twashing, or bath of regeneration,” literally and le- 
gitimately mean Baptism in water. 
The main question being thus settled, I will proceed to disabuse the mind of 
“TD.” of some of the “unscriptural errors” and “logical”? mistakes into which 
having fallen himself, he may lead some unwarry reader. One principal fault 
‘in this fifth Essay, (I have not seen the others,) is marking many passages as 
quotations, that were never written but by the Essayist. It is no literary nor 
religious maxim with me, that “‘baptism and regeneration are synonymous 
terms.” equally dis approve of every sentiment he has put into the mouth 
of anameless party, mentioned in the third paragraph, and there is not one in. 
telligent person of the 50,000 he thus erroneously represents that will avow them. 
However, I will contend, 
Ist. That christian life is first communicated by faith and then ined by 

new birth or regeneration, because the latter introduces into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 
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2. That regeneration is the birth of a believing penitent, ee water ae of 
Spirit, or is baptism upon a credible profession of faith and the reception of the 
Holy Spirit to dwell with us, | 

3. That regeneration, (as itis preceded by, or at least includes faith, and re- 
pentance, and is consumated by baptism,) is not a change of heart only, but al- 
soa change of state. 


4. That though they do not terminate on the mind and heart, faith begins 


in a conviction of the judgment, and repentance in a change of heart, while 
baptism is the formal and real surrrender of the whole person to God, 


- It will be perceived, that I have nowhere made baptism regeneration, but say, 


"that to be’ born again, is to be born of water and Spirit; the reason is 


obvious, nothing was ever borr of one parent. We get into the church as we 
get into the world, by being born of two parents, or to speak unfiguratively, we 
are born into the world, but are naturalised into the church by baptism and the 
receipt of the Spirit of God. This is called by the great teacher, being “born 


of God,” “born again.” Neither the apprehension of a truth, the love of it, 


nor the personal submission to all commands, separately nor conjoined could 
avail to the pardon of one offence in religion without the blood of Christ and 
the appointment of heaven, We believe and do thus, because God has spoken 


and commanded these things. We rejoice in them, because God has promised 
to bless us in them. | 


Asto “D's.” substitutions of water for spirit, and similar remarks, if there 
be either honor or absurdity | in them he is lawfully entitled to it. They are his 
own creations, and I shall not contest the gains. I want both the waterand the 
Spirit, as Jesus ‘came by water and blood,’ and established the Spirit joint wit- 
pess with them. Adieu for the present, | 

D. 5 BURNET, 
of Sycamore street Church. 


REFLECTIONS ON “D'S.” ESSAY. 


Walker supplies the following definitions of the word slanderer; “one who 
belies another, one who lays false imputations on another.” 

The Methodists in common with all the parties, have most severely felt the 
power of the ancient gospel, and with these parties they are inflamed to mad- 
ness against the disciples. ‘Their anger knows no bounds. They love to feed 
upon mis-statements, and mal-represensations of our religious sentiments, and 
their circuit riders and editors arethe purveyors who furnish and enrich the feast, 
The Methodists every where, are taught that regeneration contains the most 
sacred of the christian mysteries, and no correctness in relation to the literal gos*— 


pel, whether Jesus or his apostles, can, in their estimation, atone 
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- for an error in regard to regeneration. — What then must be the impression ice 


upon the minds of the many who read the Essay by Mr. Dixon; in which 
without one qualifying word, concerning our views of faith and repentance, the 
essayist begins by stating that the leading principles of the system recognize, 
‘immersion and regeneration as synonomous terms?”? Can they think of us but 
as the determined enemies of what Mr. Dixon calls vital christianity?” We 
make no pretensions but it wil] be thought by many that we have a right to know 
something of the materials of which Methodist classes generally are composed. 
I conceive them fitted in various ways, then, to receive the worst impressions 
of our piety from the mal-representation of our views given by the Essayist, 

Having misled his readers he next helps them to feed upon the deception by 
drawing. forth whathe calls “the absurd and dangerous consequences of the 
creed,” as being “led by water;”? “praying in the water ;”. and the regeneration 
of the Saviour. Nothing can be ore slanderous than the following, which he 
says “‘are some of the prominent absurdites of this new creed.” Ist. It ascribes 
to water what the scriptures ascribe to the blood of Christ. Scripture.—*The 
blood of Christ cleanseth from a!l sin.? ‘/Vew creed.—’ Water cleanseth from 
allsin.??? See the Essay. 

But the editor, and the essayist can quiet their consciences with the deceitful 
opiate that these things are said during “a doctrinal discussion in which no indi- 
vidual is named; each reatler is left to make his own application.” For my- 
self I do think that the implication of a whole society, if false. is more criminal 
than the implication of any individoal in thatsociety. To say that a whole 


family, or nation or society, are murderers, or knaves, or impostors, is worse. 


than to affirm this of any individual in said family, society, or nation. 

The word regeneration is used figuratively in the scriptures and will never 
be used by any honest and enlightened man to set forth literally the views of any 
set of people. Our views of the gospel literally are these, that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God and our saviour; that he has redeemed us by his pre- 
precious blood; that he has arisen, and is ascended to heaven, from whence 
he will come to judge the quick and the dead; that all men are commanded by 
God, on the testimony of the Scriptures to believe these things concerning him, 
and to reform their lives, and be baptized in obedience to Christ for the remission 
of their sins and that they may receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. When these 
things are accomplished in any set of men they are then enjoined to continue 
steadfast in the faith; to be pure and holy; to add to their faith courage, know- 
ledge, &c. &c., in order that by such deeds of piety and holiness, they may at- 
tain to the resurrection of the just and eternal life. 

Now, if Mr. Dixon had not, like a blind horse on a tramp wheel, run around 
the circuit solan, he possibly would have known before now, thata man, and 
any set of men, may be very cozrect in the literal views of the gospel, without 
understanding all the figurative representations which are given of it in the holy 
scriptures. For instance, I may know perfectly, that the gospel requires men 


to believe in Jesus Christ, to repent of their sins, to be baptized for the remis- 
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sion of them, to seek in this way the Holy Spirit, and to hope for the resurrec- 
tion, but I may, nevetheless, be comparatively ignorant of many of the figures 


used to set forth these things or any part of these things in scripture, or 1 may 


be ignorant of the precise latitude and import of the figurative term regeneration, 
and yet know the literal gospel perfectly. There is no great danger, however 
in being ignorant of a figure, when one is perfectly in possession of the facts to 


which it refers; there is but little to be apprehended from ignorance of the 


rhetorical when one perfectly understands the literal; but the man who does 
not comprehend what a thing is literally, cannot possibly understand it when 


exhibited figuratively. Now, then, as I know that no Methodist, from the Bish- 


op to the Class Leader, understands the gospel literally, so I know he cannot 
understand it figuratively, and that Mr. Dixon does not understand regenera- 
tion. But in saying this do I wrong the Methodists or Mr. Dixon? By no 
means, I only express my convictions cf their errors, I have carefully com- 
pared their preached, printed, and published views of christianity with chris- 
tianity itsef, and I say that these are two separate and distinct things. Meth- 
odism is not Christianity, Christianity is not Methodism. But God forbid that 
I should: forge lies or publish slanders concerning them or their views of the 


gospel, I know my God would reprove me were Iso to act, But this is what 


we deplore in them. They will first,as in the case of Mr. Dixon, force upon ug 
‘a creed and like him, call it the ‘new creed,’ although from the beginning we op- 


| i all is apart from the Scripture: the next step is for them to make our 


the items of the creed seeing we have not done it for ourselves! Well what is the 
case? Why a very plain one, I assure you. The whole of it from beginning to 
endis a pack of, I was going to say falsehoods, mistakes, and one writes them 
and another publishes them. Report, said the slanderers of Jeremiah’s time, 
and we will report it. ‘The difference between them and us, when we speak of 


~ gach other’s doctrines, is, that we speak of them as they are found intheirstand- 


ard publications, in their books of discipline, &c. but they uniformly forge a set of 
sentiments for us, and then handle them as if they were real. They are like the 
person who first makes a man of straw and then falls on it without mercy, and 


afterwards boasts as if he had achieved a victory over a rea] man! 


was due to God, to my conscience, and to my fellow beings. : 
My conscience. What piety! Mr. Dixon’s conscience must certainly slumber 

in heavenly serenity now seeing he has unburdend it of so much dirty stuff. In 

conclusion we would exhort Mr. Dixon and Mr. Morris to cease to be Meththo- — 


_ digts, and turn Christians, believe that the Lord means what he says, reform your 


lives, be baptzed for the remission of your numerous sins and you.shall receive 
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REMARKS ON GENERAL MEETINGS, 


General meetings are, or may be, turned to such great account that any obser- 
vations which may enhance their value, or expedite the purposes for which they 
are held, will doubtless be appreciated by the berethren. 

1. The first thing to be attended to by those who would hold a general meeting, 
would seem to be the duty of ‘counting the cost.’ or of making such provision 
asin justice they may deem indispensable to defray the expenses of such meet- 
ing; for no meeting of this nature can in justice be held at the expense of the 
laboring brethren, of whom some have their residence thirty, some sixty, and 
some a hundred miles from the place whither they have been invited to preach. 

2. Having then, counted the cost, the next thing wou!d seem to be that of se- 
lecting such of the laboring brethren as may in the estimation of the disciples 
be fitted by their gifts for the occasion. 

QueEsTion.—is it desirable to have many labouring brethren present at a Gen- 
eral Meeting? 

Ans.—I do not think it is profitable; Ido not think the presence of many 
laboring brethren expedites the business of a general meeting, or exalts its joys; 
**too many cooks spoil the broth,” sa ye the ; too the 
meeting, says experience. 

‘The Apostle says ‘he that teacheth should wait on teaching, or he that ex- 
horteth on exhortation :’ ‘This may have been spoken with reference to inspired 
gifts; but whether or no, it most certainly recognizes what is obvious among 
even the laborers of our times, namely too orders of talent, the didactic and the 
exhortatory ; the former intended to enlighten the audience, orshow them “what 
is;’? the latter to urge them to obed ence, or move them to “what ought to be;” 
for to shew “‘whatis,” is the end of teaching, and to move to “what ought to 
be,’? namely obedience, is the end of exhortation. . 

3. There are then some brethren who have the talent of teaching, and some 
who have the exhortatory talent; and our choice of laborers to accomplish the 
business of a general meeting should be made with due deference to this dis- 
tinction which subsists among em in reference to gifts. ‘Those whom we se- 
lect should not all be teachers, neither should they all be exhorters; but some 
should be exhorters and some teachers; and the Apostle’s rule should obtain, 
that he who teaches should wait on teaching, and he that exhorteth on ex- 
hortation. 

But again, the teachers themselves differ from each other in their abilities or 
powers, to teach. Some there be, who, under Christ, announce the name of the 
Lord for salvation with great power and glory, while others possess this didactic 
giftin a very inferior degree. ‘The same difference obtains among the exhorting 
men, of whom some, ina manner that baffles description, hurry the audience 

“through a flood of simple, or mixed feeling, tc the immediate performance of 
ty, and like the winnowing shovel, whose office it is to separate thegrain which 
A as already been threshed out, bring forth from the sodas of the people, those 
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colightened on the great matters of faith 


and obedience. T he gift of exhortation, as I view it, is oneof great power and 
variety, and includes not only exhortation strictly so called, but reasoning, also, 
and remonstrance, and reproof, and comfort, anc correction, and every thing 
else necessary to move those who have been enlightened, to the obedience of the - 
faith. | 

Still the gift is subsequent, and secondary to that of teaching, without which 
it could do nothing, and some possess it in but a very limited degree. 

One, or at most two teachers, then, are all that are necessary to the purposes 
of a general meeting, and I think they should labor time about. But I would 
prefer a single teacher of adequate powers, were J going to make a general meet- 
ing; for it is perfectly possible for even two to be in the way of each other.— 
They may present to the audience two distinc t points in the gospel so wide apart 
that the people shall fail tosee the connection; their manner of teaching and 
declaring the gospel may also be so _— different as to subserve each other 
but very little. 

But now take a single individual with powers adequate to an orderly develop- 
ment of the gospel, and let him know what is expected. That he is to perform 
the teaching part in the General Assembly and that all the exhorters will labor 


to subserve his views and proclamation; and then the stone is taken off the 


well’s mouth, and if there be living waters in the inan they will flow out of him 


Outall doubt. But half a dozen teachers, or as they are generally called, 


at the same meeting, are only in the way of each other. : 
As for exhorters, the more the better, if they will but hold themselves in readi- 
ness to open mouth; such should remember too, that if their exhortations are 
good, they become doubly so by being short. ) 
The laborers should not be in haste to get away from Pe meeting to 
which they have been invited, for it sometimes happens that the best time iskept 
until the last, and the end is more than the beginning. a 
Let the teachers remember that the enc. of their labors is to show in relation 
to Christianity “what is.” Let the exhorters remember that the end of their 
speech is to show “what ought to be’’—obedience, And let the whole church 
remember that both teacher and exhorter must receive the reward due to their 
expense of time and labor, if the church would not mock God, but the Scrip- 
ture in relation to this matter, says God is not mocked. 
| Eprror. 


ON THE NEW JERUSALEM, 
By Elias Smith. 


The New JERUSALEM, where the saints shall dwell forever, after all the 
wicked shal be punished with the second death.” 
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through these sermons, while attending to those things that have and are to be 
fulfilled, is sufficient to teach us all we need to know concerning the New Jeru- 
salem, where the saints shall dwell forever, beyond all the changes which are 
to take place, until the New Jerusatem shall be seen coming down from God 
out of heaven prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

This city, the New Jerusalem, which is to be the residence of the saints for- 
ever, is plainly described in the scriptures of truth, and particularly i in the new 
testament. John tells us of the new heaven and earth, and that there was no 
more sea; and after mentioning this; proceeds immediately to mention and 
describe the New Jerusatem; Rev. xxi. 2‘*And I Johnsaw the Moly City 
NEW JERUSALEM, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adomed for her husband.” 

This city which will be seen in the new earth, is mentioned in other ‘parts of 
the Scriptures, by seven different words and expressions; which all mean the 
same thing as thewords New Jerusatem. This I shall shew before I proceed 
to describe this Holy City. 

1. ‘The first words besides Vew Jerusalem, which are used to describe this 
city, is, ““The Holy Cify; in this verse,“*And I John saw the Holy City, 
new Jerusalem.” Rev. xxii. 19, ‘*And if any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the 
book of life, and out of the Horny Crry.” It iscertain that the holy city, and 
new vi erusalem, both mean one. 

. The New Jerusalem is called, “The tabernacle of God; Rev. xxi. 3, 
“nui I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, behold, the TaBernacce of 
God is with men.”? What is called the holy city, and New Jeruralem, in verse 
2, ishere called the TABERNACLE of God. Itis evident that the tabernacle of 
God, mentioned here, means the same as thenew Jerusalem. 

3. This new Jerusalem is called the heavenly Jerusalem, and city of the 
living God which he has prepared for them that love him. Heb. xii. 22, “But 
ye are comé to mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem.’ This agrees with the new Jerusalem coming down from God out 
of heaven. Heb. xi. 16, but now they deajre a better country, that is, an heav- 
enly; wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he hath rre- 
pare forthem acity.’’ ‘This city, appears to be the same as the new Jerusa- 
lem. This city is prepared, and so isthe new Jerusalem; prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband; and though the elect will set down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob,’ in the kingdom, when Christ reigns on the earth, yet after all 
this, oe willenjoy a city already preared for them from the foundation of the 
world. 


4. ThisNew J ERUSAMFY, is by Paul called the eaten which is a. 
Gal. iv. 26, “But the JeruvsaLem which is above is free, which is the mother of 
usali.’? Paul in this verse tells us of a Jerusalem which is above; this is the 
one John saw coming down from heaven. It is now above, but it will after 

the new earth is created, come down from heaven to the earth. 
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5. This same new Jerusalem is called by Paul, a building of God, Etemal 
in the heavens. 2Cor. v. 1, “For we know, that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.” This appears to be the same as the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and holy city. 


6. This new Jerusalem is called a kingdom prepared froth the foundation of 
the world, the same as the city prepared. Matth, xxv. 34, “Come ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.”? In Rev. the holy city is said to be the residence of the saints, here they 
are invited toa kingdom. In other places mention is madeof a city PREPARED. 
Christ says, I go to prepare a place for you, in his Father’s house ; here it is said 
the kingdom is PREPARED for them, which must mean the same thing, or else | 
there are contradictions in the scriptures. _ 

8. This new Jerusalem is in three places called Parapise. Luke xxiii. 34> 
“And Jesus said unto him, verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise.” What is here called Paradise, is in the verse before called 
Christ’s kingdom. ‘The thief said to Christ on the cross, “i.ord remember me 
when thou comest in thy kingdom.” That Parapise means the new Jerusa- 
lem, is plain from Rev. ii. 7, ‘To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the midst of the Panavise of God.” We are told by 
Christ, that the tree of life isin the midst of the Parapisr of God. In Rev. 
xxii, 2, we are told that the tree of life was in the midst of the street of the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem, which plainly proves that the new Jerusalem, and 
- Parapise mean one thing. This is where Paul was caught np, and heard ur- 
speakable words. | 

I think that whoever compares these places together, will find that all these 
different expresssions in different parts of the scriptures refer to one thing; the 
New Jerusacem which will be seen in the new earth, an eternal excellency, 
the joy of the whole earth. 


All these places of scripture mean something; and the nations of the earth in 
general have an idea of a place of bliss hereafter as well as of happiness in a 
future state. It is evident that all the nations of the earth have borrowed their 
notions of a Parapise, or heaven to come, from the one described in the serip- 
tures of truth. Wherever there is counterfeit, it is a sign of true coin: where a 
false Paradise is described, there must be a true one. Had there been no truth, 
a lie could not have been told. A lie is a certain sign of truth. From all I 
can learn from the scriptures, this is the sum; 

1, Whatis called the new Jerusalem—the holy city—the heavenly Jerusa- 
len, the city of che living God—the Paradise of God, &c. is now created, and 
prepared from the fouudation of the world, and has now the glory of God in it. 
It is now the city which hath foundations, whose builder and Maker is God. 
This appears plain to me from the scriptures that bave heen mentioned in this 


The Evangelist... 
a 
4 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| @ 
| 
a 
i 
id 
4 - 
i 
i discourse. 


The Evangelist. 185 


2. Itis plain that Jesus Christ, the angels and all the translated saints, 
and those who rose from the dead at Christ’s resurrection, ate now in this city 
called Paradise. Christ said to the thief, “This day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise.» It has been proved to be the new Jerusalem. This is where Paul 
was carried at a certain time. When Christ comes to reign on the earth, all the 
saints who are now with him in the new Jerusalem he will bring with him.— 


‘This is what Moses and Elias now enjoy. This is the holiest of all where 


Christ has now entered; of which the holy place in the old tabernacle and tem- 
ple were patterns. This is mentioned in Heb. viii. 1, 2, ‘Now of the things 
which we have spoken, this is the sum; we have such an high Priest, who is set 
on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister of the 
sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched and not man.” 
The old tabernacle, Moses pitched, but the tabernacle where Christ is gone, the 
Lord pitched. This means the new Jerusalem; because when John saw the 
new Jerusalem come down from heaven, the cry was—“Beho'd the tabernacle, 
of God is with men, and he shall dwell with then, and they shall be his people 
and God himself shall be with them and be their God.” 


3. This new Jerusalem, called the tabernacle of God, is to come down from 
heaven after the earthis new. It is plain that this city will be moved, by the 
name given it: the tabernacle , which means a moveable building. 


That this city which is now built will come down from heaven, to the new . 


earth all prepared to dwell in, is as certain as it is that a bride is adorned for her 
husband, and no other. Rev: iii. 12, “Him that overcometh will I make a 
pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out; and I will write 
upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is 
New Jezusalem, which cometh down from heaven from my God.” 


In this verse Jesus mentions the new Jerusalem as the city of his God, and 
says it coineth down from heaven from his God. When we read that an angel 
came down from heaven, we suppose it was true. When we read that Christ 
shall come down from heaven, it means that he will stand at the latter day on 
the earth. When we are told the new Jerusalem cometh down from heaven, 


we have the same reeson to believe it will ere long come down, as we have to 


believe Christ will come down from heaven hereafter. Christ spake of its 
coming down from heaven; but John had a vision of it descending to the new 
earth. Rev. xxi. 2, 10, “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from Gel out of © fe. her 
husband.”’ 

What can be more evident than this, that this city will descend from heaven 
to earth where men will enjoy God in the city? ‘This is further explained in 
verse 10, “And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, 
and shewed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven 
from God.”? ‘Three times this city is mentioned as coming down from heaven 
swolriah eometh down out of heaven from my God.” Chap. ii. 12, “Coming 
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down from God out of heaven.” Chap. xxi. 2, “The holy Jerusalem, de- 
scending out of heaven from God,ver. 10. 

If these things do not convince men that this city, this paradise of God will 
come down from heaven, then I must conclude that they do not receive the testi- 
mony God has given of what Christ says are the true sayings of God. The 
Lord Jesus knew that many would think these things concerning the city to be 
similitudes, or things different from what is said of them; and that we might 
believe that what is said of the new Jerusalem means as it says; he hasin the 
last of this book mentioned several important things; which appear to be my 
duty to mention before I proceed to describe the rity. 

Rev. xxii. 6,7, **And he said unto me, these sayings are faithful and true , 
and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants 
the things that must shortly be done. Behold I come quickly; blessed ishe that 
keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.’? These tw» verses follow 
the description of the holy city and it is declared that what is said of the city, is 
faithful and true, and that an angel was sent by the Lord God to shew his ser- 
vants those things which must be shortly done. After this it is said, verse 16, 
“I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things in the churches.” By 
this we are taught that it is meant, that the churches, as well asthe servants of 
God should know these to be true and no parable. 

To conclude the whole of what Christ hassaid concerning the new Jerusalem, 
he has warned every man notio add or diminish from what he has said of the 


holy city, and those who shall dwell there. Verses 18, 19, ‘“*For I testify unto 
every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any man \shal! 


add unto those things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in 
this book; and if any man shall take away from the words of ‘the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things that are written in this bouk. He which testifieth 
these thinzs ‘saith, surely I come quickly, Amen. Even so come Lord 
Jesus,” 

‘These things conceming the city are here considered a prophecy of things to 
come, and the person who shall dare to make the prophecy any thing besides 
what it is said to be; is threatened with a loss of that glory which all who be- 
iieve shall at last enjoy. | 

According to this declaration we are safe in believing that what is called a 
city in these chapters means just such @ one as is here described, . ek 

I shall now proceed to the description of the new Jerusalem, as itis laid 
down in the two last chapters of Revelation. In the description of this city 
there are several particulars mentioned in these two chapters: 

1. The new Jerusalem—Holy city—and Tabernacle of God. 

The word Jerusalem signifies *the vision or possession of peace, or, they shall 
see peace.” [tis made of two words, Jeru, they shall see, and sa.em, which 
means peace. This city which isto come down from heaven isthe new Jere- 
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salem, in distinction from the Jerusalem at this time, or in the thousand years 
of Christ’s reign on earth. It will be new and suitable for the new heaven and 
earth, and for those new creatures who shall dwell there forever It is called 
the holy city, because every part of it will be holy, and all who shall dwell 


there will be holy, and all their employments will be of the same nature of the- 


city. No unholy person shall ever have admittance there : 


‘Those’ holy gates forever bar, 
Polution, sin, and shame, 
None shall obtain admittance there, 

But followers of the Lamb.” 


[tis called the Tabernacle of God, because of its being moved from heaver 


to earth, and because God will dwell there, with his people forever. 
2, The extent of the city is mentioned: ver. 16, ‘And the city lieth four 
square, and the length is as large asthe breadth. And he measured the city 


with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs; the length, and the breadth, and the 
height of it are equal-’ | | 


How exceedingly great must this city be? Twelve thousand furlongs square, 
that is fifteen hundred miles in length and breadth. ‘This makes it six thousand 


miles incircumference; but when the new earth appears, without any sea, there 


will be room enough to receive it. It must be remembered, that when this city 
comes down, it will be prepared as a bride adorned; its builder and Maker is 
God; and it wiilcome down with the foundation, wall, street amd all done.—- 
Some have thought the height ofthe wail will be equal to the length and breadth 
of the city; but this 1s a mistake, the wall is said to be one hundred and forty 
four cubits high, this I shall notice hereafter. 

The meaning of the height being equal is, that there is one entire level to the 
street and top of the wall. It is not like Jerusalem, or Rome, built on mount 
tains. ‘Though this city is to be so large; yet we are not to suppose that this 
city isto contain all that will be saved; for it is mentioned that the kings of the 
earth, (which means the new earth) do bring their glory and henor to it. There 
are principalities and powers, now in heavenly places ainong angels; and in the 
world to come, there will be principalities and powers, this Pahl has mentioned | 
Eph. i. 21, chap, iii. 10.—This city thus large will be the chief resort from ail 


parts of the earth where saints‘immortal will dwell: for when the new heaven | 


and earth are created, the righteous will dwell all ov er theearth. Peter says, 
“We according to his promise look for a new heaven and earth, wherein dwell- 
eth righteousness’? O how the glory of God will shine in such an holy wind of 
such magnitude ! 

“This heavenly city is the masterpiece of architecture ever reared by the great, 
builder. Its very form, a cube, is perfection itself, no other form could equal it 
aod its stupendous greatness astouishes us beyond measure! Fifteen hundred 
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miles in length and breadth! Whata city is this? Whose superficies contain 
two millions and a quarter of square miles, and its solid contents, three thou- 
sand, three hundred and seventy-millions of cubit miles! And there might 
stand at once on the ground of this city, without touching each other, fifteen 
billions, six handred and eighty one thousand, and six hundred millions of men! 
(allowing two feet square, or four square feet) which would be more than could 
be born in four hundred ninety-six thousand, nine hundred and thirty years, at 
the rate of sixty persons in each minute. 

The use of these calculations is to shew the amazing greatness of the city, 
and to make it evident, that the number of the saved, (though so many will ¢cie 


~ the second death) is inconceivable , since God nae prepared such a vast city for 


them.’ 
3. The measure of the wall of Jasper around the city. 

Verse 17, 18, “And he meesured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty four 
cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is the angel, and the building of 
the wall of it was of Jasrer.” The height of th» wall of this city, is said t, 
be an hundred and forty four cubits; allowing a cubit to be one foot and an 
half, it would make the wall two hundred and sixteen feet high. ‘The wall it- 
self is said to be Jasper, a most precious stone. ‘Think a moment of a city six 
thousand miles in circumference, with a wall two hundred and sixteen feet high , 
and that wall of white Jasper, what glory is this! It far exceeds all that mor- 
tals have seen. Remember he who created the heavens, the earth, and sea, 


and mian upon the earth, can easily shew his creatures such a city as thie. Ie i ag eter 


added that the city thus wallec, was pure gold, like unto transparent glass.— 
How rich! Sow glorious! How beautiful! Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandments, that they may have a right to the tree of life, and enter in through 
the gates into the city. 

4. The foundations of the wall of the city is mentioned 

Verse 14, 19, 20, And the wall of the city had twelve foundations and in 
them the names of the twelve aposties of the Lamb. And the foundations of 
the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The 
first foundation twas Jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the 
fourth emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite ; 
the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth a crysoprasus; the eleventh, a 
jacinth, the twelfth an amethyst.” 

In the temple built by Solomon there were twelve stone foundations on 
which it stood, three on each side, and in the days of Christ, the adorning of 
the temple was such, that the diciples were charmed with the glory of it; but 
what was all that, compared to the glorious foundations of new Jerusalem which 
John saw when he had a vision of things to come! These foundations are 


described as very glorious on two accounts; 


1. On account of the precious stones with which the foundations were 
germished; these are said to be twelve, one prcious stone to each foundation. 
As it is likely many of my readess arse acquainted with these precious stones 
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mentioned as the garnishing of the foundations of the city ; and as many wish to 
have an account of them; I shall here give a short description of them, that 
each one may have an increasing idea of the glory of that city prepared ; which 
shall ere long come down from God out of heaven. 

1. The first foundation was garnished with Jasper. 

This is a precious stone. ‘There are fourteen varieties of Jasper. 1 The 
first color isgreen. 2 Red. 3 Yellow. 4 Brown, 5 Violetcolor. 6 Black. 
7 Bluish gray. 8 Milkey white. 9 Variegated with green, red and yellow 
clouds. 10 Green wtth red specks. 11 Veined with variousclouds. 12 Jasper 
with various cloud colored zones. 13 That which has various colors mixed pro- 


miscuously without any order. 14 That which contains some agate, called . 


agatized Jasper. A foundation garnished with Jasper of either of those colors 
must be glotiorious indeed. ‘The Jasper which is most valued, is the green, 
spotted with red or purple. : | 

2. The second foundation was garnished with sarruire. The sapphire isa 
genius of precious stones, and of a blue color, and is the hardest of all except 
the ruby and diamond. 

3. The third foundation was garnished with Cuaogepony. ‘This isa Gem, 
there are three known species of the chelvedony. 1 A bluisoh white one, 2 


The dull milkey veined chalcedony. 3 The third is a brownish black, dull,and 


cloudy one. 4 The fourth is the yellow and red anatentiitin’ superior to all the 
rest in Deauty. 

4. The fourth foundation was garnished with an emerald. The emerald is a 
precious stone and the softest of all precious stones, it is considered the most 
beautiful of all the gems, being in general of a green color. ‘a‘here are two 
kinds the pale green, and dark green. 

5. The fifth foundation had a sarponyx. This is another of the precious 
stones, consisting of a mixture of chalcedony and carnelian. It is found, 1 
Suriped with white and red strata; 2 white with red dentriti¢al figures. 

6. In the sixth foundation was the sarpivs, this precious stone ‘s of the color 
of blood. 

7. In the seventh foundation was the stone called curysoxite, the color of 
this stone is yellow like gold. | 

8. In the eighth foundation was the stone called BERYL; this stone is of a 
bluish green color, it never receives any admixture of color into it, nor loses the 
blue and green, but has its genuine tinge in the degrees froma very deep and 
dusky to the palest imaginable of the hue of sea-water. 

9. In the ninth foundation was the Topaz; this stone is of the same color as 
chrysolite, having the colcr of gold. 


10. In the tenth fouudation was the chrysoprasus; the color of this stone is — 


green, having a yellowish tinge inclining to blue, like the geeen leek. 


11. In the eleventh foundation was the jacinth; this stone is of a purple 


or violet color from whence it has its name. 
eae In the twelfth foundation was the amethyst. The Amethyst is a trans- 
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" parent gem, of purple color, which seems composed of a strong blue and deep 
red, and according as either of these prevails, affording different tinges of pur- 
_ ple, sometimes —- to violet, and sometimes fading even to a pale rose 
color. 

These precious stones are all small in this earth , and appear to me as samples, 
to let all know the glory of the new Jerusalem by, like a translated Enoch as a 
sample of all the saints; how a few of these things draw our attention; but 
what are all these compared to city great and glorious, — all around with 
such precious stones, 

0. These foundations are described as being very glorious, on account of the 
names in these precious stones, ‘There are three foundations ou the east, three 
on the north, three on the south, three on the west; and in each foundation one 
of the names of the Apostles of the Lamb. While the names of the wicked 
shall rot, the Apostles who have had their names cast out as evil, here shal! 
have their names in everlasting remembrance, engraved on the foundations of 
the city, while they within enjoy glory forever. 

As there are three foundations on a side, there will be three names upon each 
side, in alength of fifteen hundred miles, thus. 


On the east three names; 


PETER. ANDREW,————— JAMES. 
On the north three; 
On the south three; 
— THOMAS. MATTHEW. JAMES.—— 
On the west three; 
1 


It isimpossible to describe what Christ promised his apostles and all who fol- 
low him, in the world to come. 

5. Having mentioned the foundation, we proceed to mention the gates which 
are twelve. | 

Verse 21, “ And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was 
of one pearl; amd the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent 
glass.” The gates of the New Jerusalem, are said to be twelve in number, 
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three upon each side; and each one is said to be one pearl. How glorious! 
and how rich! The pearl which we are acquainted with, is a hard, white, shining 
body, usually roundish, found in a testaceous fish, resembling an oyster. The 
finest pearl is pure white, and not dead and lifeless; but clear and brilliant, and 
is perfectly free from any spot or stain, and their surface is smooth and glassy, 
and they bring their natural polish with them, which art is not able to 
lnprove | 

“Pliny says, that pearls are the most valuable and excellent cf all precious 
stones; and from our Saviour’s comparing the kingdom of heaven to a Pearl, it 
would really seem that they were held in such high estimation at that time.”— 
We are told that Servila the mother of Brutus, presented one to Cesar, of the 
value of 50,0007, sterling. Cleopatra had one valued at 250,000. sterling. 

The foundations are said to be gamished with all manner of precious stones; 
but the gates are composed of the most precious of all. ‘The gates are designed 
as an omament to the city, for they are never to be shut against any, so that 
the kings of this new earth will ever be at liberty to bring their glory and honor 
to it, and to acknowledge the king of kings—verse 25, “And the gates shall 
not be-shut at all by day; for there shall be no night there. 

The city which is built in the thousand years shall have gates, that the rich- 
es of the Gentiles may be brought into it, at that time there will be day and — 
night; but in the new earth, there will be no night, but one eternal day. 

As the twelve foundations of the wall had in them the names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb, so the gates had in them the names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel It is likely the names of the twelve tribes were placed in the gate 
directly over the names of the twelve apostles, in the foundations. 


On the east three; 


—REUBEN. __-sIMON. LEVI. 
On the north three; 
—_——-JUDAH. ZEBULON. ISSACHAR. 
On the south three: | 
DAN. GAD. ASHUR.— 
On the west three; 
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This is mentioned in verse 12, “And had a wall great and high; and had 12 
gates; and ar the gates 12 angels, and names written thereon, which are the 
names of the tribes of the children of Isreal. In addition to all this glory of the 
gates of pearl, it is said that there were twelve angels placed atthe gates of the 
city, that each one who enters the gates, may by them be welcomed into the 
city, wherever they come from different parts of the new earth to bring the glory 
and honor of the saved nations to it, and for the kings of the new earth to bring 
their glory and honor there, 


To be continued. 


ITEMS. 


- Afine church has been established at Harrison in this county. 
Italready numbers about 60. Many more are expected to obey 


the 


The place of meeting for the diciples in the city of Baltimore, 
Md., is their own Meeting-house, in North street, opposite the Free 
School, one square~ north of the new Post Office. 

One of the diciples of Baltimore says, John C French who was 
lately added to the congregation in this city, has for the last 20. 


years been a Methodist Preacher 
The same persor adds that John Finley has left his people, and 


ie that the Sharp street church after 13 years labour by the above 
J.F . has returned to the b..som of the : egular Baptists; many how- 
at ever, who had attained some acquaintance with ther New Testa- 
“ment have joined the diciples, and a few remain neutral, while two | 
_ orthree individuals have hired a Methodist meeting house in wkich 
_«the fallen minister holds forth to those who choose to hear him. 


(¢-Bro. Campbell’s Pocket Edition of the New Translation 
‘ bound up with the new Hymn Book, can be had at the office of 
the Evangelist, carthage. 
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